
 

SOLID WASTE SORTING CHART 
 

LEGEND: Gray boxes indicate proper trash segregation for legal disposal. 

Solid Waste Item  Plastics 
Only 
Container  

Metal & 
Glass 
Only 
Container 

Food / 
Paper 
Container 

Other  Comments  

Aerosol Cans     Turn in to 
HazMinCen  

 

Aluminum Foil       
Batteries     Turn in to 

HazMinCen  
 

Bones       
Cable (nonplastic   Small   Large Quantities:  Plastic coated non- 
coated)   Quantities   Store & Retrograde  electrical cables  
     process the same 

as  
     electrical cables  
Candy Wrappers       
Cardboard 
(including  

    Place plastic tape 
into  

waxed or Tri-walled)      plastics only  
     container  
Cigarette Butts       
Computer Disks 
and CDs  

Unclassified      

Durable Items 
(nonplastic)  

   Store & 
Retrograde. If 
disposal is 
required, discharge 
unprocessed 
beyond 25nm and 
outside  

Examples: I-Beams, 
large plate, metal 
trash cans  

    special areas   
Durable items (with     Store & Retrograde   
some plastic)       
Electrical Cable &  Small    Heavy & Large   
Wire  Quantities    Quantities: Store &   
Feminine Hygiene 
Products 

   Incinerate or Store 
& Retrograde  

 

Foam Mattresses     Store & Retrograde   
Food (loose)       
Food Containers       
(metal)       
Glass (jars/bottles)       

HazMat Containers  
   

Turn in to 
HazMinCen  

Some HazMat 
containers can be 
disposed of with 
metal/plastic trash 



 

Solid Waste Item  Plastics 
Only 
Container  

Metal & 
Glass 
Only 
Container 

Food / 
Paper 
Container 

Other  Comments  

per OPNAV-P45-
114-95 

Light Bulb       
(incandescent)       
Light Bulbs 
(fluorescent)  

   Turn in to 
HazMinCen  

Contains Mercury 
and other 
Hazardous Material 

Light Sticks     Turn in to 
HazMinCen  

 

Linoleum Tile  Small    Large Quantities:   
 Quantities    Store & Retrograde   
Magazines       
Medical Waste 
(infectious and 
noninfectious)  

   Handled by Medical 
Office  

 

Metal (structural 
and large metal 
items)  

   Discharge Directly 
Overboard  

 

      
Milk Bladders      Empty contents  
     before processing  
Music Tapes & CDs       
Non-plastic 
Hardware (nuts, 
bolts, etc) 

   Discharge Directly 
Overboard  

 

Oily Rags, Paint 
Rags 

   Turn in to 
HazMinCen 

 

Paper (Classified,       
Computer, 
Newspaper  

     

and loose)       
Pens & Pencils       

Plastic Bottles      Remove excess 
food contamination 

Plastic Film and 
Wrap  

    Remove excess 
food contamination 

Shower Shoes &       
Curtains       
Soda Cans   If no 

recycling 
available 

 If Recycling 
available: Compact, 
Store & Recycle  

 

Steel & Aluminum       
Styrofoam       
Telephones,       
Electronics, etc.       
Textiles     Incinerate or Store 

& Retrograde 
Including non-oily 
rags 



 

Solid Waste Item  Plastics 
Only 
Container  

Metal & 
Glass 
Only 
Container 

Food / 
Paper 
Container 

Other  Comments  

Uniforms (clothing 
& shoes) 

   Store & Retrograde   

Urine Bags (pilot)     Incinerate or Store 
& Retrograde 

 

Utensils (plastic)       
Vegetable Oil     Store & Retrograde 

or strain and place 
in waste oil tank 

 

Video Tapes       
Wet-strength Paper       
Bags       
Wood (crates and 
boxes)  

   Incinerate or Store 
& Retrograde  

 

Wood (excess)     Incinerate or Store 
& Retrograde  

Including from 
pallets  

 



 

 
 

SOLID WASTE PROCESSING CHART 
 
LEGEND   Suggested 

Way to 
Process 

  Alternate 
Way to 
Process 

 Do Not 
Process This 
Way 

 
Solid Waste 
Item 

Plastics 
Processor 

(PWP) 

Metal/Glass 
Shredder 

Pulper Incinerator 
(if 

available 
on ship) 

Other Comments

Aerosol Cans          Turn in to 
HazMinCen 

  

Aluminum Foil             

Batteries         Turn in to 
HazMinCen 

  

Bones           Feed into pulper 
slowly.  Mix with 
other pulpable 
items. 

Butane 
Lighters 

        Turn in to 
HazMinCen 

  

Cable & Wire 
(nonplastic 
coated) 

  Small 
Quantities 

    Large Quantities: 
Store & 
Retrograde 

Plastic coated 
non-electrical 
cables: Process 
the same as 
electrical 
cables. 

Candy 
Wrappers 

            

Cardboard           Remove plastic 
tape and 
process with 
plastics. 

Cardboard, 
(waxed or Tri-
walls) 

          Feed into pulper 
slowly.  Mix with 
other pulpable 
items. 

CDs & 
Computer 
Disks 

Unclassified           

Cigarette Butts             

Classified 
Paper 
Documents 

    Pulpable 
only, no 
plastics 

      



 

Solid Waste 
Item 

Plastics 
Processor 

(PWP) 

Metal/Glass 
Shredder 

Pulper Incinerator 
(if 

available 
on ship) 

Other Comments

Computer 
Paper 

            

Empty HazMat 
Containers 

Items 
containing 
plastic (i.e., 
plastic 
handled 
paint brush, 
plastic drop 
cloth) 

Metal or glass 
items (i.e., 
metal paint 
can) 

Paper 
items 
(i.e., 
paper 
drop 
cloth) 

    Must be listed in 
OPNAV P-45-
114-95 to 
process.  
Otherwise, 
Store & 
Retrograde 
Paint must be 
dry before 
processing. 

Durable Items 
(nonplastic) 

        Store & 
Retrograde.  If 
disposal is 
required 
discharge 
unprocessed 
beyond 25 nm and 
outside special 
areas 

Examples: I-
beam, large 
plate, metal 
trash cans. 

Durable Items 
(with some 
plastic) 

        Store & 
Retrograde 

  

Electrical 
Cable and Wire 

Small 
Quantities 

      Heavy and Large 
Quantities:  Store 
& Retrograde 

  

Feminine 
Hygiene 
Products 

        Store & 
Retrograde 

  

Foam 
Mattresses 

        Store & 
Retrograde 

  

Food (loose)             
Food (foreign)       
Food 
Containers 
(metal) 

            

Glass (jars / 
bottles) 

            

Light Bulb 
(incandescent) 

            

Light Bulb 
(florescent) 

        Turn in to 
HazMinCen & 
retain for shore 
disposal 

Contains 
Mercury and 
other 
Hazardous 
Material 



 

Solid Waste 
Item 

Plastics 
Processor 

(PWP) 

Metal/Glass 
Shredder 

Pulper Incinerator 
(if 

available 
on ship) 

Other Comments

Light Sticks         Turn in to 
HazMinCen 

  

Linoleum Tile Small 
Quantities 

      Large Quantities: 
Store & 
Retrograde 

  

Magazines             
Newspapers             
Paper (loose)             
Medical Waste 
(infectious and 
noninfectious) 

       Paper 
(sterilized) 

Handled by 
Medical Office 

  

Metal 
(structural and 
large metal 
items) 

        Discharge 
Overboard 

 Retain for 
shore disposal, 
if possible. 

Milk Bladders           Empty contents 
before 
processing 

Music Tapes & 
CDs 

            

Hardware, 
nonplastic 
(nuts, bolts, 
etc.) 

        Discharge Directly 
Overboard 

 

Pencils Mechanical 
Pencils 

  Wooden 
Pencils

      

Pens       

Plastic Bottles           Remove excess 
food 
contamination 

Plastic Film 
and Wrap 

          Remove excess 
food 
contamination 

Pulper Junk 
Box Residue 

            

Shower Shoes 
& Curtains 

            

Soda Cans         Compact, Store & 
Recycle 

  

Styrofoam ®             



 

Solid Waste 
Item 

Plastics 
Processor 

(PWP) 

Metal/Glass 
Shredder 

Pulper Incinerator 
(if 

available 
on ship) 

Other Comments

Telephones, 
Electronics, 
etc. 

        Store & 
Retrograde 

  

Textiles         Store & 
Retrograde 

Including non-
oily rags 

Uniforms 
(clothing & 
shoes) 

        Store & 
Retrograde 

  

Urine Bags 
(pilot) 

        Store & 
Retrograde 

  

Utensils 
(plastic) 

            

Vegetable Oil         Store & 
Retrograde or 
strain and place in 
waste oil tank 

  

Video Tapes             
Wet-Strength 
Paper Bags 

            

Wood (crates 
and boxes) 

        Store & 
Retrograde 

  

Wood (excess)         Store & 
Retrograde 

Including pallets

General comments: 
• If it looks or feels like plastic or rubber- it cannot go in the ocean- BY LAW 
• Processed Metal/Glass - can only be discharged outside 12 nm from shore 
• Pulped Materials- can only be discharged outside 3 nm from shore 


